COctober 2008

From our Pastor....

Early one motning as [ drove to the office [ saw a
bumper sticker that read, “Let’s meet at our house ™ 1
don't know what the sticker meant, but [ do know how
God used it in my thinking. [mmediately I thought, “If
it sand “Let’s meet at God's house” it would be the
perfect bumper sticker.™ Everything grew from there,
By the time | arnved at the office | had already realized
that God 1s calling us into a renewal and | had already
roughed out the cutline of a new imahiative, That™s how
the “Ler's Meet at God's House Initiative” came o be,

We are about half way through a beavtiful new
building project. Evervday [ see the progress as some
walls come down and new ones go up; all with an eye
tor what will help vs grow inoowr mission and mam sty
Suddenly this transformation of our facility also became
a metaphor to me for what God 15 doing i our fath
lives as well. Some walls are coming down, other new
ones are being set into place, not as bamiers bt as
support and formation for the purpose of growing our
personal farth mission.

Each week from September 215t to November
30th we will focus on renewing our commitiment to
discipleshap through a senes of selected Bible readings,
mndividual faith stores, bullefin inserts, and sarmons.
At the same time, certain individuals and couples will be
taking the training to begin a new program of home
Bible Study groups (the brain child of Lynne and Paul
Goodndge, thank you both) which will culminate in the
commissioning of two or more groups that are ready by
Jamuary to lead home Bible studies, Their goal is to
divide each January so that we have an ever growing
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mumber of opportznmities to experience Bible study, prayer
and Fellowship.  In addifion, maid way through the imbiative,
on Oetober 26th, immediately after the 11:00 worship
service, we will have a great, fun traiming program for
everyone who works in owr worship services (ushers, visitor
hosts, greeters, readers, lay assistants, acolytes, altar care,
cOmmnion assistants, cross bearers, sacnistants, and so on)

My prayer 1s that by the ime the bulding project 1s
completed and renewed for the next thangs that God wall do
here in our physical space, we will also be renewed for the
next things that God will do in ow hearts and souls

But this will only work if you participate! So
what can yere do? First, please be in worship each week if
at all possible. Make the commutment to attend unless 1t 15
absolitaly impossible for vou to be here so that you can
experience and participate in the whole series for renewal.
Secomnd, even 1f vou have never helped in the worship
services before and even if you haven't already signed up to
help, please come for the training on October 26th, |
believe that you will find that when you help out, vour faith
grows. Third, if someone calls and asks you to parhaipate
i one of the tramings, please just say “yes™. God has
Messed us 5o much, That blessing will only confinue to
grow the more we participate, Finally, and most
inportantly, please pray for Gloria Dei and this
opportunity for renewal [ believe that God 1 calling us
back to thes house for renewal and growth!  And I know
that whatever Gaod calls us to do will not only bless this
church and this communaty but it will alse bless every single

person who responds to the call. Let's Meer af God's

Hoitse Now!
~Pastor Vicki
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hrough your annual giving to Glona Del and
through your support of special projects
sponsorad by the
Soctal Minstry
Commuttes, our congregation
gives financial support fo several
local, national and international
agencies. Over the next few
months, the Social Mimstry
Comimttes would hike to give
you more information about
these agencies and tell vou why

(IR ylﬂlllﬂﬂ I
o #777 4
United Mindstries was created in 1983 by a Northern
Kentiucky mimsterial association as a way of combinang the
resources of area churches to better serve the disadvantaged
of our communaty. Umted Mimstnes has contimued as the
coordinator of the local outreach services of over 30
churches in Kenton and Boone Counties.  The services
currently offered to chients are the following: emergency
pantry food, US government commodities food, clothing,
howsshold items, emergeney financial assistance wath utility

balls and rent, rental deposits for homeless fammlies and
individuals, weekly whole wellness counseling, and

we support them.

assessment and referral to other community services.
Approximately 15 families a day request help with food, -
that means about 230 bags of groceries every week are
given out to hungry famuilies! The families request help for
a variety of reasons:  illness has prevented employment,
lavofts or job loss, loss of chald support payments, auto
repair hills, ete, Since the average monthly income for client
families 15 8940, any large bill or loss of income can have a

devastating effect.

Members of Glotia Dei have served United Ministries as
Dnrector, board members, counselors, office helpers, fund
raisers, and donors. Donahons of used clothing and
hotsehold items that are to be given to chents or sold at the
Thrift Store can be taken to 525 Graves Ave,, Erlanger,

i"ash donations should be sent to Umited Ministries, PO
Box 18430, Edanger, KY 41017, Call Becky at
T27-0300 to volunteer,

In Oetober, the Social Mimstry Committee wall hold 4
food drive to restock their pantry and in Movember and
December we will be collecting funds and toys for their
Thanksgiving and Chnstmas programs

ELCA World Hunger 15 the arm of our national
church body that 1s committed improving the lives of
people in need i the Umted States and around the
waotld by,

sprovading immediate relief for people affected by
chronic himger and poverty,

sasslsting whole communities through long-term,
sustainable development to help alleviate chronic
tnger and poverty

sadvocating for justice by changing laws and systems
seducating members of the ELCA 1n awareness of
1ssues relating to hunger, poverty and justice

staising finds for domestic and infernational disaster
response

In 2001, Stand With Africa began as a three-vear
campaign of the ELCA World Hunger Program, The
Lutheran Church-Missoun Synod World Relief and
Lutheran World Relief. Stand With Africa now
confinues as an ongoing emphasis within ELCA World
Hunger. Stad With Afiica efforts assist commumnities
and churches in Afnea in their work to overcome
HIV/AIDS, bamsh hunger, and build peace.

The Dhisaster Response wat helps to bring God’s
comfort, healing and renewal to those affected by
dizasters. Even after the dust settles and the headlines
change_they stav - providing ongoing assistance to
those i need. Disaster Response funds are currently
helping people affected by the hurtcanss in the
Canbbean, Humcane Gustav, and the drought in
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Ethiopia

The Social Mimastry Commuttee of Glona Dei will be
holding a special campaign to raise funds to support
Woaorld Hunger projects during Lent of 2009. To find
ot more about World Hungsr projects and how to
support them now, visit www glea orghunget. You
may alse write checks to Glona Der and write either
*Hunger Appeal’ | *Disaster Relief’, or *Stand With
Aftica” in the memo line,

P HANNAH CIRCLE -
il ”ng/y will meet at the Grevhound
Tavem in Lakeside Park,
Y on Thursdsy, October
23 at Tpm. Cur service

ik L IR Y "|.
Circle Meetings

project for October will be making plans for sponsoning a
family for Thanksgiving, Please contact Tina Smith at
859-261-6030 or hannahii@gloriadei-nky . org if vou have
any questions. Hammah Circle welcomes all women of the
church to our meeting,

RUTH CIRCLE - Ruth Circle is having a Balny
Shower! ! Shower giffs will be donated to New Hope
Center, Thev need infant clothes throngh 1 vear old, baby
supplies, and matematy clothes. All women of the chorch
are invited to attend on Thursday, October 2 at 7:00pm at
Bosimie Hamdahl's home, 817 Deena Dave, Villa Hillz,
Lyn Colomb wall have devotions. Come and join the fun!
For directions or more information, please contact B ommie
at 331-T137.

MARY CIRCLE - Our next meeting i3 Thursday, Oct
15th @t the home of Marie McMillen 3071 Arbor Drive
Edgewood. Call 360-2371 for directions or meed al
church at 6:30 to car pool We will finish our 3 pant Bible
study and make plans for serice projects in Mov, and
[rec.

QUILTERS - meet on Oct 2nd af 630 in F2
STTTCHERS meet on Monday Cet 13 and 27 at 7-00 in
E2

ow that your children are back in school are yon looking

for something meaningfl o do for a few hours a week?
Are yom retired and tired of sleeping in, watching TV or dusting
the house? Yard work will scon be
winding down. What will you do
during the chilly months ahead? 3

CIC ~

How abont nsmg your ime and 'ﬁJI'
taleus sharing God'slove, your  VOIUINtEETS
faith, time and energy with others who need a word of hope and
encouragement to deal with the blows life has dealt them? Al
Unpiged Ministry voo can do just that and mote 1o bring emiles
and sighs of relieve to the 15-20 chients who come in daily.

Call Becky Ewing at 7270300 (9:00-3:00) to inguire about the
many aekE to be done such a8 receplionist, case manager, office
work, stocking shelves, sorting donations, sttending the thnft
store, bunlding and ground mamtenance and more. There is even
& padt time paid pogition available.

Put meaning into your life and new hope and divection into the
lives of others.

Denise Thornton
December 11, 1955 to September 3, 2008

Demize leaves behind her lovang son James
and her adoring sister and parents Donna
Sunday and Susan and Ched Thornton
among her many friend= and relatives that
she loved.

She died a very peaceful death at home m Colorado.  She smd
her last 3 vears were her happiest as she conld help the most

people.

Her family asks that anyone wanting to make a memorial gift to
geml it to Glotia Del Lutheran Church Memornial Fund., We
thank everyone for their thonghts and prayers.
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WELCA Annual Dinner

Attention Ladies! Please plan to attend the WELCA
anmueal dinmer on Monday 11-10 6PM at church. Cost is
$15.00. Kelh Sittason will lead a program on chocolate
Come spend a fun evening with old amd new fiiends.
Tickets will be sold afier morning services on October
19, 26 and Movember 2 or contact Judy Effler at
341-8190 for additional information.

The Power of Prayer

“If § regard imiguity in my heart, the Lord will not hear.”
Pl 6815

THE KEY T THE VaICE OF PRAYER....

Fegandless of the way we pray or the ressons we are
praving, there is one aspect that is a kev factor a8 to how
God will respond to oar prayers. .. that ie the attitude of
our hearts, Even though are requests are vahid, selfless
and canng, thi= ig not what matters most (o God, What
He looks at and considers when we come (o him in prayer
i the condition of our hearts.

Author, Elizabeth George explains 18 this way:

You and [ can say all the right words, e con use praver
books comtmining the eloguent pravers written by others,
We can spend hours in praver crying out to (GFod. But no
muaiter fow important the prayer or need. the key 1o the
vadce af praver s the condition of owr hearis, Constder
these sobering fruths-——God will nof annwer whenwe .

.. hold o grudge

il e fargive others

il e make our wrokgs Fght

.. refuse to apologize for our foults ond sins

.. ave ol kind and gentle 1o our enemies

. e jealous or critical

.. indulge in known sin

.. yield to temptaiion

8o the lxsue is, hay been, and alwavs will be, the heart It's not
the time of prayer, it 5 not the place of praver. it s not the
posture of praver, and (1 not the voice of praver, All these
elements are helpful and conrribute to the whele of praver, Buf,
dear one, it is the heart that makes alf the difference in our

praver-life!

Mext fime God seems gilent to your pravers, refer 1o the hst
above and check the condition of your heart. 1f any of these
obstacles blockmg God s alality to hear, begin vour prayers by
asking God to help yvou clear the way for his mighty power to
wok,
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What Will YOUR Nanistry Look Like?

Everyone iz invited to attend the:

East Kentucky Conference Fall Assembly
October 11, 2008 @ 2,00 AM
Hopeful Lutheran Church, Florence KY
6430 Hopefal Church Road, Florence, K'Y 41042

B59-525-6171

Pleaze join us for a moming of fellowship, worship, a shorl business
mecting, and our featured speaker, Reverend Ruth Fortis,  She is Pastor
e the Community and Director of Mentoring Ministries at Trimily
Lutheran Semmary in Columbus, Ohio. Have vou ever womndered how
vl can merge what vou are doing into a “ministey”?  She will he
discuszing how lav-people are being trained for nog-ordained miniznes,

Come and se how you fif into the Ministries of the Futare,















