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JFrom our Pastor....

What a fall it has been. Times are uncertain.
Since last I wrote there was a great tumble in the stock
market which cast a pall of fear over many in our
country, both real and imagined. We elected a new
president. The office complex was finally brought to
completion. Several voungsters celebrated their first
communion. We did a number of baptisms. The trees
have changed color. Many of them have lost their
leaves. And we lived through vet another time change
and vet another Annual Congregational Meeting. If yvou
are like me all of these things and a multitude of others
have at least the potential to make life feel a bit shaky.

That's whv I am glad that I remember something
that Luther once said. He said, "I have held manv
things in mv hand, and have lost them all; but whatever
I have placed in God's hands that I still possess.” It
seems to me that most of what makes life feel shakv
comes from our fear of loss. We fear we will lose our
savings or our refirement money. We fear we will lose
our grip on our children’s behavior, or that we will lose
our job, or our reputation, or our safety. We fear that
things will never be the same. Sometimes even when
we want change, we are afraid of it because it presents
us with the unknown. The list of our fears of loss is
varied among us but I think ever present. Sometimes it
is just closer to the surface. But there is one thing we
need never fear losing; and that is the love of God.
God’s love is ever present and much more powerful
than anvthing that could happen to us in this life time.

We should ask ourselves what would happen if
we simply opened our hands and our hearts and gave

those worries over to the Lord. Perhaps none of them
would seem so unsettling if we did. If we put our future
into God’s hands we will always find that it is certain,
perhaps not always in the way that we thought in this life
time, but certain none the less. We might remember that
people survived the depression and so we are likely to
survive this period of economic uncertainty. We might
remember that even if our candidate didn’t win, God has
used a great myriad of people throughout history who had
no idea that they were doing exactly what God had in mind.
We might remember that our beautiful new building is not
an end in itself but only a tool for doing what God has
called us to do. We might remember that those bare
looking trees will once again bud and bloom. We'll have to
go through another time change and another Annual
Meeting one of these days. but honestly, we will get
through it. And in fact, we can be grateful for all of these
things because if they help us to turn to God, if they open us
up to the mystery and wonder and power that God is
working in our midst, they are more than worth it.

Jesus said, “What will it benetit you to gain the
whole world and lose vour soul?” Perhaps we could rethink
our priorities. For the past couple of months we have been
focusing on discipleship in our “Let’s Meet at God’s House
Initiative”. If vou would like a complete set of the bulletin
inserts that I wrote for this initiative please notify the office
and we will send them to you. But whatever vou do, put
vour life into God’s hands, it is the one and only way to
truly keep it! And then just relax in vour
securify and hope in Christ because that really

is the best way to live. ~Pastor

Vicki
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“Then the Lord relented and did not
bring on his people the disaster he
had threatened.” Exodus 32:14

CAN WE CHANGE GOD’S
MIND?

Last month’s thought provoking
topic on prayer was, “Why bother
asking if God already knows
everything?” This month our question to consider is, “Can our

prayers actually change the mind of God?” The response to this
question can be found in Zondervan's QUEST STUDY
BIBLE/New International Version. It addresses this thought as

follows:

Seripture teaches that God does not change his mind, but he
sometimes adjusts his answers fo fif our response. The Bible
contains many examples of this: The Hebrews on the outskirts of
Canaan (Num. 14:11-23, 29:19; 1 Samuel 15:29; Hezekiah's
repentance on behalf of Israel (2 Chron, 29:3-10, 36) and the
sparing of Nineveh (Jonah 3:1-10).

Experiencing God's will is dynamic., As with any interpersonal
relationship, God's relationship with humanity involves
unexpectad twists and furns. God modifies his responses fo ours;
we adiust our responses to God's. So, in a sense, it can be said

that God sometimes changes his mind in response to our pravers.

Af the same fime, God s will is determined. There are decrees
and promises he has made that do not change. He kept his
covenant with the Israelites (Deut, 7:7-8) and keeps his new

covenant with those who believe in Jesus (John 6:37-40, 44).

God wants us to do his will obediently, He has predetermined
ways he expects us to respond, but he has made us capable of
resisting him. (Psalm 140:10; 1 Thes. 5:16-18; Heb 10:33-39; 2
Peter 3:9).

In other words, if we are willing to pray with a repentant heart,
turning from our selfish and sinful ways to seek God’s will, he. in

his mercy, may choose to respond affirmatively to our requests,

Our prayers then become God’s prayers. And should you
find your self deceived into believing that to pray without
ceasing is just an exercise in futility, hold fast to this
promise: “Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be
thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for vou
who belong to Christ Jesus.” (Hebrews 10:35-39 NLT)

Children's Church

Hello, all! We need your help! We are seeking volunteers to
help with Children's Church at the 9:00 service. You don't

; have to be creative as
Rebecca supplies the ideas
& appropriate activities for
that day. Rebecea's
suggestions are emailed
during the week prior to
Sunday, so you have time to
decide how you want to

keep the children

entertained during sermon
time. Pastor desires to continue this ministry for our

members, but volunteers are needed to do so.

Please email sarat@gloriadei-nky.org if you are interested.
Thank vou for considering to serve our congregation!

Sara I. Kieffner
Spiritual Gifts Discipleship Chair






















