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From our Pastor....

The past few weeks have been very powerful and
moving for me. | have watched this congregation deal
gracefully with the realities of our world and the completion
of pur building project, We had a truly wonderful Christmas
season and a marvelous dedication service.  The Bishop
came and preached and our neighbors were invited to an
open house.

All of this got me to thinking about the essence of
what it is to be connected to a church and I realized that |
could describe that essence by describing the difference
between being a volunteer and being a servant. Perhaps it
seems like splitting hairs to consider the difference, but to do
s0 will help us to understand what Jesus means when he
talks about serving. It will also give us a good look at what
it is to live in the Kingdom of God, that is. what we do when
God rules our lives.

There are lots of things that could be said about this
lopic. Whole books have been written, but in my mind it
boils down very simply to who our master is, who rules our
lives, because that reveals our motives. The Gospel of
Mark, chapter 9, says that Jesus sat down, called the twelve,
and said to them, "Whoever wants to be first must be last of
all and servant of all." Then he took a little child and put it
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them,
"Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes
me. and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the
one who sent me."

When we serve in and for Christ, it does something
to the very motives of our heart. Jesus said that the servant
is not above the master. In a world where there are a lot of
folks who like to lord it over others. being a servant of Christ
gives us a humility that never allows us to act as if we are
someone else’s master and brings us a particular equality.
We all serve one master...who loves us individually, deeply,
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in healthy and self giving ways.

Dir. Mark Powell, one of the premier Bible scholars of
our time once said, *If T am hungry [ want to be fed.. . but |
would prefer that the person who feeds me loves Jesus.” A
volunteer feeds people: a servant feeds people out of obedience
and love for the Lord and in so doing the food nurtures their
body and it also blesses their life with the presence of Christ and
teaches them the nature of the Kingdom of God. A volunteer
greets people; a servant greets them out of obedience and love
for the Lord and in so doing makes them know that they are
welcome in the Kingdom of God.

So it is with everything that we do in the name of Christ.
Each time we act out of love and obedience and witness to the
Lord we are living in Jesus’ call to be servant. It's what we do
when we let God rule in our lives and it transforms not only our
life but also the world around us.

The day that we tune into the movement of the Spirit of
our Lord with our very heart and soul and mind....we will be
servant, volunteer ves, but also servant,

In today’s world it can be easy to imagine that what we
do doesn’t matter, doesn’t change anything, doesn’t make a
difference. . .but we who are servants of Jesus needn’t worry
about that because whatever we do in the Kingdom in response
to God’s rule is really God acting through us and will

accomplish God’s will whether or not we see it or understand it.

So remain as servant of Christ. [t really is the best way
to spend your life!

~Pastor Vicki
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"Bt he must ask in faith without any
doubting....." James |:6a NASE

ALWAYS HOPING & PRAYING,
NEVER DOUBTING....

Oh, the struggle to stand strong in faith
at all times, never doubting, always
hoping & praying. How is it that on

some days, it seems we possess unshakeable faith. and others, we
seem to border on skepticism? And consider how much easier it
is for the evil one to deceive us to doubt when we are womn
down, tired or apathetic. He knows the power of prayer and will
do anything in his limited power to keep us from believing &
praying. Dutch Sheets, avid prayer warrior, pastor and writer,
shares his view on the concept of doubt when praying for the

lost:

There really is a dynamic of faith whervein unbelief can hinder
Gad's power from flowing to s, InJdames 1:6-7, we are

instructed:

oask in faith withowt any doubting, for the one who
doubis is like the swf and the sea driven and tossed by
the wind, For let not thar man expect that he will receive
anything from the Lord,

.from this passage it is clear that unbelief can cawnse us fo nof
receive what we have asked for even though it may be in the

scope of God's will

It is imperative that we ask in faith when we prav for the
salvarion of the peaple we love. We must be convinced thar God
will answer onr pravers, or we will not be sufficiently motivated

to ask or to do so with persevering foith...

I can well imagine some of vou are already feeling intimidated,
questioning whether you, have, or could ever have, enough faith
to pray your loved one or friend into the fumily of God. The

answer fo Vour question is an emphatic ves!

Dan't alfow Satan, the accuser af brethren, fo defeat vou before
vou ever gef started. You are of the fumily of faith. The Holy

Spirit, the author of faith, is in you, and vou can and will be
able 1o believe, Deep within your spirit is vour nature to
walk in faith.

So, let the Holy Spirit strengthen you to become a partner in
prayer here at Gloria Dei. There are many opportunities
within our PRAYER PARTMERS MINISTRY to serve the
needs of others through prayer and we encourage you to do
s0 by becoming part of the Gloria Dei Prayer Care Team
whose adage is "HOW CAN | PRAY FOR YOU?" The
goal of this ministry is to provide an opportunity for those
whose hearts are burdened with cares to bring their needs
before God with the assistance of a trained prayer care team
member in the privacy and comfort of the Prayer
Room/Chapel following worship. This new prayer
initiative is scheduled to begin during the Lenten season
with training being provided by Pastor Vicki., Jesus has
taught us the importance of prayer by making it a priority in
his own life, won't you do likewise and join the Prayer Care
Team at Gloria Dei?

Overview of THE PRAYER PARTNERS MINISTRY at

Gloria Dei:

Weekly Praver Group: Meels together each week to bring

various local, national and global needs & concerns before
God, with a special focus on the prayer requests shared at
worship each Sunday. For more info, contact: Bob &
Bonnie Handahl or Ched & Susan Thornton.

Prayer Bear Ministry: Are you praying for someone? Let

them know with a Prayer Bear provided by the Friendship
Group. Bears are free, just provide your prayer concern in
the Prayer Bear signout log. For more info, contact: Walda

Helvie

Praver Neighbors Ministry: An outreach to gather the

prayer needs and concerns for those living in the area
around our church home, For more info, contact; Walda
Helvie
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Praver Care Team: Serving the needs of others through
one on one prayer in the comfort of our new Prayer Room
following worship. For more info, contact: Lynne & Paul
Goodridge

Morning Praver Time: Each Monday. Tuesday and

Wednesday morning from 7:30-8:15am.
For more info, contact: Pastor Vicki

Women's Circles: Women's groups within the church

caring for the needs of others, who meet on various days
and times,

Prayer Concern Coordinator for the Women's Circles:
Debbie Hoydal, Church Office Administrative Assistant
e-mail: office@gloriadei-nky.org
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Czrcle Meetings

Mary Circle: At our January meeting, we watched
and were inspired by “Created in The Image of

God”, a DVD about the work of Lutheran women across
our nation and throughout the world. Our Feb. meeting
will be held at the home of Shirley Benken in Edgewood
on Feb. 19th at 7PM. Call Shirley for directions
(331-4956) or mect at church at 6:30 to car pool. We
will assemble personal care Kits for women in Brighton
Center's Recovery Program.

Quilters will meet on Thursday, Feb. 5th in F2 at
6:30.

Stitchers will meet on Monday, Feb. 9th and 23rd at
7BM in F2.

uth Circle will be meeting on Thursday, Feb 5 at 7:00pm at

Marjorie Mueller's home. Margret Berwanger will have the
devotions. A speaker from the Campbell County Library will
talk about "Mary Todd Lincoln". For our March meeting, we
will be visiting our shut-ins. followed by a meeting at the
Grevhound Grill. Ladies, come visit and fellowship with us!

Registration for the 2009-2010
school year has started. Please
call 331-1739 for a tour or to
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ask any questions,

Gloria Dei Sweatshirts are
now available through the
Preschool for $21.They come
in pink or blue and have
Gloria Dei embroidered on the front and you can have your name
embroidered on the pocket. Please call Preschool at 331-1739 to
place vour order.

We have an immediate need to
fill our bookkeeping position at
Gloria Dei. We are looking for
a volunteer to step forward in

the very near future to avoid /
hiring an outside of Gloria Dei
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person who we can ill afford at

this time.

Duties will be to post entries to their proper places using Power
Chureh software from home, and generate a monthly income and
balance sheet ("financial statements) for Gloria Dei. The holder of
this position would work closely with Gabriele Vosmeier who
handles accounts payable writing checks, and Paula Ebert who
handles accounting of incoming contributions.

Estimated time requirements are about 20 hours per month when
first learning with a reduction in time when experienced.
Accounting or financial background is helptul but not absolutely
necessary. Training will be provided.

Please step forward and call Bob Frey at 859-331-9796 or email
(bfreyvizieloriadei-nky.org)































